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Proclamation

W hen the church buildings were closed in 
March due to the coronavirus shutdown, 
MBS parishioners and staff quickly put a 

plan of action into place. Karen Donnelly and Jack 
Heizelman organized a group of 50 volunteers who 
contacted each parish family inquiring about their 
wellbeing in quarantine. These calls to 1,950 per-
sons helped determine the need for grocery deliv-
ery, meal assistance and prayer intentions. In an ef-
fort to ensure communication with every family, an 
additional 290 notecards were then mailed to par-
ish members who could not be reached via phone.  
  The work of the volunteer team produced new vol-
unteers and plentiful donations of both food and 
monetary gifts to assist other parishioners in need. 
Through these calls, opportunities for service were 
identified and the ministers promptly went to work to 
provide help. Among the needs ascertained, the team 
found that as businesses closed abruptly and wages 
were lost, some parishioners were in dire hardship 
of food or had special financial necessities. Other pa-
rishioners were grateful to receive assistance to view 
online Mass and learn of spiritual resources available 
via technology. Additionally, parishioners took this 
opportunity to request prayers for family members 
who were sick or had recently died. Some request-
ed prayers for those delayed in receiving the Easter 
Sacraments and First Holy Communion. Because 
of these calls, three new individuals were connected 
with a Stephen Minister from our parish to confiden-
tially walk alongside them on their journey.

  Additionally, daily calls arriving to the parish via 
the answering service were directed to Karen Kunkel, 
the Parish Secretary, who assisted them in finding 
the proper ministry or community resource to meet 
their need. Karen said the requests ranged “from 
people who simply needed to talk to those in need 
of immediate assistance for food or gas”.  Oftentimes, 
Yvette Crumly, Director of Youth Ministry, made ar-
rangements with individuals for personal appoint-
ments. Twice a week, she now meets parishioners 
in need at the parish to discuss their necessities and 
distribute diapers, canned food, or other non-perish-
able items. Karen said it is refreshing that many peo-
ple are asking only for simple items such as a bottle 

of aspirin or a package of diapers. One person, who 
was in route to the doctor with a feverish 2-year-old, 
ran out of gas and called the church. Karen quickly 
put them in contact with a parishioner who was able 
to respond and assist. “The people we are helping are 
always gracious and grateful.”  Karen said. They often 
make the effort to call back to express their gratitude 
to the “wonderful people of Most Blessed Sacrament.” 

Helping Hands & Loving Hearts

H
o
sp
ita

lity

Form

at
io

nService

Prayer Issue 1- May 2020

...calls to 1,950 persons helped  
determine the need for grocery  
delivery, meal assistance and 

 prayer intentions.

6
Stephen Ministers 
role playing during 
training

Technology Blessings

5

C
Helping Hands-Cont. on pg. 8

7

Stewardship Witnesses:  
Ashtin & Logan Smith

3

www.mbs.church                                                        
(817) 460-2751
2100 N Davis Dr.
Arlington, TX  
76012
 info@mbs.church

Most Blessed 
Sacrament Church

Yvette Crumly and Andrew Pemberton distribute donated items 
(inset) Bob Allen writes follow up notecards.
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  My dear MBS Disciples in Christ, I greet you in the spirit of joy and hope. 
  As we approach Pentecost, we are reminded of the experience of the Holy Spirit on the disciples 
as they were huddled behind closed doors in fear. During this terrible pandemic, when we too 
may be experiencing times of fearfulness, let us be assured of the certainty of the Resurrection. 
As Christians, we are hopeful in a renewed outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon our world and our 
MBS community and we cry out: “Come, Holy Spirit!”
  Especially during this time when we are unable to gather in community, I want you to know that 
you are in my daily thoughts and prayers.  I have been praying many rosaries for our parish and 
our world during this moment of crisis in history. Let us all hold on to the words of the Angel 
Gabriel to Our Blessed Lady: “Nothing is impossible for God.”  Let us run to Our Heavenly Father 
and Our Heavenly Mother knowing they will not abandon us in our time of need.  Soon we will 
be back as a Catholic Community praising and thanking God in our beautiful House of Prayer.  
                                          Stay healthy and safe!

                                          Monsignor Joseph Pemberton          

By Msgr. Joe Scantlin

Covid 19 - a word recently added to 
our dictionary - was unheard of this 
time last year. Now it dominates our 

lives in so many ways. Of all the effects it 
has had on society and the fear it has in-
duced, the worst, I feel, is the damage it has 
caused to our sense of community. We must 
not let that happen! The way we understand 
and practice community in our workplaces, 
schools, homes, neighborhoods, families, 
and churches is absolutely vital to our lives. 
  Jesus left with us many gifts and blessings 
of life and faith. Perhaps none of these is 
more central to our Catholic tradition than 
community. We are called together as fami-

ly in Baptism. We are nourished in that faith 
family through the real presence of Jesus in 

the Holy Eucharist. We experience the need 
and presence of the loving Lord in our lives 
when we receive sacramental healing in 
Penance and Anointing. We live commu-
nity in our commitments for and with one 
another in the beautiful gifts of Matrimo-
ny and Ordination to priestly service.  We 
share with each other in our following of 
Jesus in faith through many other commu-
nal gifts as well.
  We are a community people. We are Cath-
olic together! Let’s not allow this new - and 
terrible - word in our dictionary weaken 
our understanding of community and the 
strength it brings to us who are united in 
Christ. May that Christ - risen to new life - 
bless us all as one family - In the Name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen.

Message from the Pastor

Catholic Together!
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The following is from Ashtin & Logan’s wit-
ness talk during our Commitment Weekend 
Mass in March.

W e are Ashtin and Logan Smith, and 
we are proud to be members of 
Most Blessed Sacrament!

Ashtin: We are overjoyed about the growth 
that has happened at Most Blessed Sacra-
ment over the past few years, and we believe 
that it is only the beginning. 

Logan: We are both cradle Catholics who 
were raised in strong Catholic homes. We 
met on CatholicMatch.com in 2014 and 
were married at St. Patrick Cathedral in 
2016. After we got married, we decided to 
become parishioners of Most Blessed Sac-
rament. In our first year we did not know 
anyone and we did not make the effort to 
try to get to know anyone. Each week, we 
would go to Mass for an hour and leave. 
If we happened to remember to go to the 
ATM that week, we might toss some cash 
in the collection basket. We were very much 
just going through the motions and doing 
the bare minimum when it came to our 
Faith. This meant that when it came to our 
church life, we were not creating an oppor-
tunity for joy. 

Ashtin: Shortly after our first anniversary, 
Logan was diagnosed with cancer and we 
were forced to reevaluate our priorities. 
We decided to attend the Welcome Retreat 
Weekends in 2018. Through our unique 
experiences we met many people at MBS 
whom we now consider family. These new 
friends introduced us to many opportunities 
to become involved and ways to give back 
to the church. We can tell you that this has 
been more rewarding than we could have 
ever imagined! This is when we first began 
to understand the meaning of Stewardship. 

Logan: Now, we imagine that giving mon-
ey is probably the first thing you think of 
when you hear the word “Stewardship,” 
but it is much more than that. It is a way 
of life. A Christian steward is someone who 
receives God’s gifts gratefully and cherish-
es and tends to them in a responsible and 
accountable manner. That means our time 
and our abilities belong to God, who has 
blessed us. For Ashtin and me, the fruits we 
have received from helping have far out-

weighed any sacrifice we could ever make. 
For example, I am a lector and my prepa-
ration allows me the opportunity to dive 
deeper into God’s Word. As a result, when 
I’m proclaiming the readings at Mass, I feel 
a deeper connection to the message than I 
normally would... and it makes me happy to 
be able to profess God’s Word. 

Ashtin: Both of us are Eucharistic Ministers 
and we experience so much fulfillment when 
we distribute the Body and Blood of Christ. 
We have also gained a tremendous amount 
of knowledge of our faith just being around 
other Catholics at the parish through our 
involvement in other ministries. 
  We consider ourselves fortunate to be in-
volved with so many people, all using their 
blessings and talents to make our parish 
a better place. While some of the things 
we have mentioned might not be a fit for 
you, we guarantee there is a talent that you 
have that would help our parish in some 
way. For example, Most Blessed Sacrament 
has a number of organized prayer oppor-
tunities; and praying is something we can 
all do more often. If you are not already 
signed up for any ministry, we challenge 

you to become involved in some way. If 
you are already involved, we invite you 
to find at least one new activity. You will 
not only help our parish community, but 
you will be able to meet new friends who 
share in your faith and will challenge you 
to become the best version of yourself. 
Logan: Lastly, while it is only one aspect 

of stewardship, the financial portion is im-
portant to allow the ministries to continue, 
so please prayerfully consider how much 
your family is able to contribute to Most 
Blessed Sacrament in the weekly offerto-
ry. Exciting things are happening here, so 
please join us in continuing this growth. We 
leave you with a verse from 1 Peter: 4:10:   
“As each has received a gift, employ it for one 
another, as good stewards of God’s varied 
grace.” How will you choose to use your gifts 
to contribute to building our Church?

Stewardship Lay Witness: Ashtin & Logan Smith

 “...this has been more 
rewarding than we could 

have ever  imagined!”
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W hen Covid 19 was announced, 
MBS staff and volunteers quickly 

put a plan of action into place for the 
safety and well being of parishioners.

MBS Confronts Covid 19 with Action Plan and Empathy

Initially, parishioners could attend Mass via radio from their cars 
in the parking lot and receive Communion under the portico.

Deacon Joe administers Holy Communion.

Nancy Trillo delivers groceries to the elderly.

PHOTO CREDIT DALLAS MORNING NEWS

 A team of volunteers work to sanitize the Sanctuary before each Mass. 
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M any families found creative ways to stay connected with the greater community. 
The O’Bryan Family shared the joy of the Resurrection from their front bay 

window.  Connor helped his parents, Madeline and Greg, create a “stained glass 
window” on the evening of Holy Saturday so that everyone passing by on Easter 
Sunday could see it. Rays of light stream through into their home every morning. 

Tony Fontanelli makes well-check calls to parish families.
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Prison Pen Pals write to inmates monthly for evangelization purposes and follow specific 
guidelines for confidentiality. The pen pals are completely anonymous and utilize the 

MBS address and alias names. If you are interested in writing to a prisoner, please contact 
Laudine Schmick at (817) 275-2948 or laudine@sbcglobal.net.

Stephen Ministers 
are members of 

our congregation who 
provide one-to-one 
caring ministry to 
people experiencing 
grief, divorce, loneliness, 

job loss, hospitalization, and many other 
life difficulties.  
If you are experiencing a loss or are in 
need of a Stephen Minister, please contact 
Linda or Tommy Woodson.  They can 
be reached at tomwoodson47@gmail.
com or 817-917-7642 or 817-808-2511. 

Prison Pen Pals

Boy Scout Troop 545

Did you know that over 
300 members of the MBS 
Prayer Army uplift you in 
prayer daily? 
Along with specific prayers for individuals 
in need, their prayers include a special 
“Prayer in Times of Uncertainty during the 
Covid-19 Pandemic” composed by Deacon 
Joe Ramos.
To add your intentions to the prayer list or 
to join the MBS Prayer Army, please con-
tact Jim Finkenkeller at jim.finkenkeller@
gmail.com. Thanks to all members of the 
Prayer Army who have been a great source 
of strength and comfort to all.

  This first issue of our newsletter has been generously underwritten by a few grateful 
parishioners who understand the importance of community, communication and con-
nection. To submit articles, photos or stories for future issues, please send them to Mary 
Kay Swenson via email at swensons@sbcglobal.net. Photos must be high-resolution 
print quality images. Submission deadlines are the first of each month: May, August, 
November and February. 
  Special thanks to parishioner, Tom Finn, for his stewardship of time and talent as 
Graphic Artist and to the many people who assisted in bringing this vision to a reality.

B ryan Stein, Assistant Scoutmaster of Troop 545, reports that the Boy Scouts continue 
their activities with merit badge classes, rank advancement and troop meetings online. 

In April the Scouts also practiced virtual camping with a scheduled campout date.

T he Welcome Retreat groups are still 
meeting weekly in preparation for 

their August retreats. To sign up to  
attend a retreat, please contact: Nancy 
Trillo (817)955-5092 or Tony Fontanelli 
(817)913-9576

Madeline Fontanelli

Welcome Retreat

Stephen Ministry caregivers act out what it might 
feel like to be old.

Note From the Editor

Dorothy Allen

Evan Stein
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The Saturday morning Men’s Rosary Group continues to meet 
each Saturday morning at 7:00 a.m. to pray the Rosary and 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy.  Normally held in the MBS Chapel, the 
group currently meets via video conference to pray for all the 
intentions of our parish. 

  If you would like to participate, please contact Homer Saenz at 
hs@freese.com. 

E ileen and Jim Finkenkeller established an online meeting 
for Thursday morning Catholic Scripture Study where 

the group views the teaching video of the weekly lesson 
on the Acts of the Apostles. The small groups then meet 
online to discuss the lesson of the week. Rita and Ron Clegg 
describe it as an “exciting way to connect” stating that 
technology has been a blessing during this time of quarantine.      
  The Welcome Retreat groups have also been meeting weekly in 
a similar manner. Please let us know if your small group meets 
online!
  

Technology Blessings

Men’s Rosary Group Scripture Studies

Many parishioners have enjoyed coming together virtually to celebrate Mass. The Cleggs express the thoughts of all of us that “it is a 
blessing to see and hear Mass at our own parish church”.  The hard work of so many volunteers is clear in the expression of the beauty 

of the Liturgy. Rita confirms this sentiment when she says: “It looks so beautiful and I applaud those who have made this happen, along 
with Monsignor Joe and the Deacons Mike, Willy, and Joe. We want to thank also those who decorated the church for Lent and Easter.” 
 

Deacon Willy prepares to 
assist at Mass.

Boy Scouts pledge allegence to the flag at the beginning of their virtual meeting.

Noah-7, John Luke-4, Mary-2 and 
Jesse Bradley-Dad all dress up for 
virtual Mass.

Providing sidewalk chalk is just one of the ways that the MBS Discovery Center 
teachers are staying connected to children and families.

MBS Discovery Center
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THANK YOU!

By Mary Kay Swenson

Years ago, at a Catholic conference, 
I was privileged to hear a priest 
give a lecture about Eucharistic  

Consecration. He explained that during 
the Liturgy of the Eucharist at each Mass, 
we enter into the moment of Christ’s 
suffering, death and resurrection. This 
eternal moment is re-presented at every 
Mass within the confines of human time 
and space. However, since God exists 
outside of time, he said, we enter eternity. 
At this moment, we enter Heaven, joined 
with all the angels and Saints and with all 
of humanity who existed before us and 
who will exist after us. This means that 
every time we receive the Eucharist, we 
are receiving it at every moment of our 
lives, including the moment of our death! 
Because of this, in the past, when I would 
offer the Eucharist to someone at Mass, 
I would pray for them at the (future) 
moment of their death. Now, during the 
covid-19 crisis, we can find comfort when 
we receive the Eucharist spiritually online. 
We can recall the moments when we have 
previously received the Eucharist and 
together enter more fully into the mystery. 

Daily Mass: live-streamed on website at 
10 a.m. and available to watch via link 
later in the day: www.mbs.church

Links are available online at the parish 
website: www.mbs.church for Mass, 
spiritual lectures, biblical studies, the 
weekly bulletin and up-to-date infor-
mation.

  

Thank you for your continued generosity to build the Body of Christ!
  Our “money counters” (Ken Yarbrough, Octavio Saldana and Bruns Watts) 
pictured below ensure timely and accurate deposits and provide accountability 
oversight for our parish.

Your gifts are remembered at each Mass and utilized for God’s glory.

Newsletter Opt-Out
If you wish to view the newsletter online 
via our website: www.mbs.church, 
instead of receiving the print version, 
please check the box on the enclosed 
Control Card or email your name and 
address to kkunkel@mbs.church with 
the subject line “Newsletter Opt-Out”. 

Thus far, MBS has held two major food 
drives to allow parishioners to drop off 
non-perishable items and grocery or gas 
gift cards to the parish. The items from 
the first of these drives were donated to 
Catholic Charities for their distribution. 
Since that time, the parish has had a second 
drive to assist the persons who contact the 

parish directly. Currently, parishioners who 
wish to donate food or gift cards for these 
efforts may drop off items in the bin located 
outside the Parish Office between the hours 
of 9:30-11 a.m. each weekday. Anyone in 
need of assistance is encouraged to call 
the parish to obtain resources or a pastoral 
appointment with Yvette.

Helping Hands-Cont.from pg.1   

Most Blessed Sacrament 
Church

Spiritual Communion

Emily Bailie  
Charles & Eleanor Brady
Milton & Dora Brady 
Bradford & Amanda Bryant
Jason & Paula Burdett
Teresa Burt  
Angela Duckman-Schoener
Anthony Garcia 

Kenneth & Lisa Lee 
Felipe Meneses 
Kossi Midjrato 
Paul & Temilola Osaroejii
Sean Oswalt  
Richard & Tamara Pesenko
Ellesmira Pursell 
Andres Ramirez 

Danielle Reboli 
Rachel Rojas  
Kenneth Sena  
Henry & Margaret Shank
Steve & Melissa Skains
Ashley Thompson 
Anna Vedro  

John Cocharo
Richard Coria
Ralph Hight
Leslie Kane
Emma Lou Lance

Rachel Little
Leroy Loubriel
Steve Molnar
Dorothy (JoAnn) Palmore
Gertrude Reinwald

Joseph Roberts
Gerard Michael Smith
Don Whitney

 CONGRATULATIONS 
to Jude Santino Lucas who was

 recently baptized.
Welcome Jude!

We remember in prayer those who have recently died:

Social Media – connect with us on 
Twitter & Facebook  @MBSArlington

Welcome to Our New MBS Parish Members

To Make a Donation:
To sign up for Faith Direct, please utilize the Online Giving tab at: www.mbs.church

Deacon Mike assists Msgr. Pemberton at Mass.


